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That process is called trade pro-
motion authority. It stood the test of
time. It has been used to the great ben-
efit of our Nation in the past and has
never been controversial until now.

From the left, opposition comes from
protectionist special interests. They
fail to learn from the painful lessons of
history. Protectionism is the fastest
way to destroy an economy, as this Na-
tion has learned repeatedly, including
during the Jefferson administration
and, again, in the Hoover administra-
tion.

From the right, opposition comes
from a mistrust of this President’s
judgment and competence, a mistrust I
completely and unequivocally share. It
is precisely because of this mistrust
that the trade promotion authority
sets forth some 150 objectives that
must be advanced before Congress will
even consider the resulting agreement.
Once those objectives are attained, a
majority of the Congress must still ap-
prove it.

This measure does not empower the
President to do his own thing; it binds
the President to faithfully execute the
will of Congress. Trade promotion au-
thority simply continues a time-proven
process through which Congress exer-
cises its authority to regulate com-
merce at the beginning of negotiations
so trading partners can have a reason-
able expectation that their painstaking
negotiations, compromises, and conces-
sions won’t be ripped asunder and re-
opened when Congress acts.

Indeed, the successful Base Closure
and Realignment Commission process
worked on exactly the same principle.

Let me repeat, this gives the Presi-
dent no new authority. It binds him to
Congress’ will at the outset of negotia-
tions and promises only that, if the ob-
jectives set by Congress are advanced,
will the Congress agree, not necessarily
to approve the agreement, but simply
to vote on it without opening new
issues or causing unnecessary delays.

The statue at one of our greatest
ports is not of a person, but of an ideal,
liberty. It is freedom that produces
prosperity, the free exchange of goods
between people for their mutual better-
ment—the greater the freedom, the
greater the prosperity. Trade pro-
motion authority is the means by
which this freedom is advanced among
nations.

Mr. Speaker, freedom works. It is
time that we put it back to work.
———
ASSISTANCE FOR THE PEOPLE OF
NEPAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.
Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I, along with a good many of my
colleagues, are on a mission of mercy.
Mr. Speaker, we have a circumstance
that has impacted the people of Nepal.
A 7.8 magnitude earthquake has hit
this country. It happened on April 25.
More than 5,000 people have lost their
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lives; 10,000 have been injured; 2.8 mil-
lion people are displaced, and 8 million
people have been affected. Four Ameri-
cans are confirmed dead.

There is a little bit of good news. The
United States of America has com-
mitted $12.5 million in relief for the
country of Nepal, but that is not
enough. I believe we can do more be-
cause $415 million will be needed for
humanitarian purposes alone, Mr.
Speaker.

I am proud to say that a good many
organizations are pitching in. One such
organization is in my district in Hous-
ton, Texas, the Nepalese Association of
Houston. The chairperson and presi-
dent of that association, Mr. Ghimirey,
has called a meeting; and I was hon-
ored to be in attendance, along with
the secretary Mr. Nepal, and about 100
or more other people.

They are doing what they can to
make sure they do their share to help
in this time of need, and I want you to
know that we in the Congress want to
make sure that we do our share to help
in this time of need.

Yesterday, we heard from the Prime
Minister of Japan. One of the things
that he said that stuck in my mind is
that America provides hope for the
world. America is emblematic of hope
for people who are hopeless, help for
those who are helpless.

America is always there for the rest
of the world. We cannot allow this situ-
ation to become anything less than
what America has always been for the
rest of the world.

To have the hope that they need,
help has to be on the way. There has to
be the help that can engender the hope
that people so desperately need. To
give them the hope they need, there is
a bill that we have filed in the Con-
gress of the United States of America,
H.R. 2033.

This bill provides temporary pro-
tected status for the people of Nepal
who happen to be in the United States
of America under a legal status. If they
are here legally, they will be allowed to
stay for an additional 18 months. They
won’t be sent back to harm’s way in a
time of crisis.

This is what America can do. This is
to provide hope. By providing help and
allowing those people to stay in this
country, they can continue to work.
They can continue to send money
home. We have found from our research
that $248 million in remittances were
sent to Nepal in 2014. That is $248 mil-
lion.

We need to allow the Nepalese people
to continue to work in this country
and send that money back to their
countrymen and women. America can
do this. This is not a heavy lift. This is
not immigration reform. This is some-
thing that we have done before.

We did it in 1998, under the Clinton
administration, for the people of
Montserrat after the volcanic eruption.
We did it in 1998, under the Clinton ad-
ministration, for the people of Hon-
duras and Nicaragua after the hurri-
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cane. We did it in 2001, under the Bush
administration, for the people of El
Salvador after two earthquakes. We did
it in 2010, under the Obama administra-
tion, for the people of Haiti after a 7.0
magnitude earthquake. We can do it
for the people of Nepal.

This is not a heavy lift. It does not
give anyone any kind of permanent im-
migration status. It does not change
the law as it relates to immigration. It
only says we will do what we can to
help people acquire the hope that they
need by allowing people here to con-
tinue to work, send money back to
their home country, and not put them
back there in harm’s way, having to
live in the circumstances that might be
detrimental to them.

The United States has sent in many
relief teams. These relief teams are
bringing with them some temporary
housing, which is important; this is im-
portant, but the real hope that we can
help provide would be to pass H.R. 2033,
so that people who are here can con-
tinue to stay.

————
THOMAS FRANK JOHNSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. HOLDING) for 5
minutes.

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and accomplish-
ments of an important man of Amer-
ica’s Greatest Generation, Dr. Thomas
Frank Johnson. He faced life’s chal-
lenges head on, and, throughout all of
this vast change, he always saw Amer-
ica’s promise above all else.

Dr. Johnson, a military veteran and
influential economist, passed away last
December at the age of 94 and was re-
cently buried at Arlington National
Cemetery. He served as a lieutenant
commander in the Navy in the Pacific
from 1943 to 1945 and remained in the
Navy Reserve until 1980.

He was born September 27, 1920, in
Lynchburg, Virginia, and was a child of
the Great Depression, which affected
his economic and personal outlook. His
philosophy was simple—as he would
tell his children—time marches on, so
must we.

Dr. Johnson was extremely proud of
his military service. However, as a
humble man, he only displayed one pic-
ture of himself, on his patrol craft 1191
in the Pacific, escorting aircraft car-
riers and destroyers into battle. After
the war, he remained in the Navy, trav-
eling by train, bringing soldiers and
sailors home—some to their families,
some to hospitals, and some to their
final resting places.

While very proud of his service, he
rarely ever spoke of his time there. He
simply moved on to the next phase of
his life in post-World War II America.
After concluding Active Duty, Dr.
Johnson completed studies in econom-
ics at the University of Virginia and
was a member of the Thomas Jefferson
Society.

He moved to Washington, D.C., in
1949 and began his professional career
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